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	D11 Situational Awareness Report: 

Platform “A” Oil Spill (Santa Barbara, CA), 8 Dec 2008 as of 1600 
(Information was gathered from briefings received from MSD Santa Barbara , OSPR, D11 Command Center, and NOAA)



	Case Summary: 

7 Dec  08: 0700-2359 
A worker on Platform “A” discovered a finger sized hole in a “can” (oil storage around a pump on the platform) that was storing oil.  The platform personnel transferred oil out of the can to get the level below the hole to secure the discharge. The platform is located about 7.5 miles southeast of Santa Barbara. The closest shoreline is about 5.5 miles to the northeast, and Santa Cruz Island is about 16.5 miles to the south.
0720: NRC and OES reports were filed reporting a spill of 30 gallons of crude oil.  
DCOR, LLC (Responsible Party - RP) hired Clean Seas as the oil spill response contractor. Clean Seas dispatched three boats and a RP helo overflight was conducted. 

1200: Ten additional boats were dispatched and more booms were deployed (a total of 2,500 ft). 
By the end of the day’s operation, all of the skimmers recovered 420 gallons (10 barrels) of oily water mixture. 

8 Dec 08: 
0800: The Office of Spill Prevention and Response (OSPR) reported 840 gallons (20 barrels) of oily water mixture have been recovered by the contractor.  A command post was initially set up at the RP’s office in Ventura, CA.  
0900-1000: D11 Command Center received oil spill information from a CGMS message. The message was not formatted as a POLREP and the situation/timeline did not have enough information. The command center called Sector LA about the spill. The spill was not reported because the spill was not over 10,000 gallons and it wasn’t a threat to the nearest/major sensitive site (Channel Island Marine Sanctuary).  The report was only 33 gallons.  
1200: NOAA issued the following trajectory, oil fate, and the WX below: 

TRAJECTORY:

We expect that oil movement will be mostly dominated by the winds. The Southern California Ocean Observing System HF radar report currents in a southerly direction at about 0.1 knots at that location. However, the observed movement of the oil matches fairly well to just the wind movement, driven by the winds at the central SB Channel Buoy (46053), so we expect the currents to play a minor role in the region.

With the winds from the west this afternoon, we expect the sheen to move to the east, about 5 miles. Tomorrow ,the easterly winds will move the oil slightly to west once more.

Over the next couple days, the winds are shifting to the northeast, and then the west again, so we expect any remaining sheen to stay near the middle of the channel, and not impact any land until it has dissipated below background levels.

OIL FATE:

We expect the released oil to behave similarly to the oil released from the natural seeps in the region. The sheen will dissipate naturally over a few days, and ultimately any oil that is not recovered will contribute a negligible amount of additional tarballs in the region.

1300: MSD SB FOSCR (MST2 Reed) briefed D11 MER Duty Officer (LCDR Manandic) that the Command Post has moved to the Clean Seas office (contractor) in Carpinteria. A unified command (UC) and ICS organization have formed. The operations briefing has been conducted. A UC objectives meeting is about to start. The goal is to come with an IAP by close of business. USCG and commercial overflights were conducted to determine the extent of the slick.  A sheen approximately 1.5 miles in length remains on the water southeast of the platform. Overflights indicated that approximately, 2 barrels of oil still need to be recovered. 

1330: MSD SB Supervisor (LT Fien) reported 1,134 gallons spilled (27 barrels spilled).  
1530: Received calls from Sector LA and MSD SB. Provided the following brief: 

· The oil spilled from platform composed of oily water mixture (76% oil and 24 % water). 
· The leak from the platform was not noticeable because it did not register a pressure drop in the equipment and size of the hole was very small. Moreover, the spill was close to the waterline.

· The quantification of amount spilled will be calculated based upon the daily average production of oil from the platform. 

· The “can” referred in the first paragraph of this report has a 10-barrel capacity.    

WX week of Dec 7:

1) WEATHER:

Yesterday: mostly winds from the West around 15 knots.

Today:  NW winds 10-15 knots, becoming W at 10-20 knots with  occasional gusts to 25 kt in the afternoon.

Tonight: W to NW winds 10-15 knots this evening, becoming light after about midnight.

Tuesday: E winds 5-10 knots.

Tuesday night: NE wind 5-10 knots or less.

Wednesday: NE winds 10 knots, becoming W in the afternoon.

Thursday: Wind variable at 10 knots or less, except W 10 to 15 knots during the afternoon and evening hours.
Media Information: 

Sector LA has a public affairs officer assigned to the case (LTJG Stephanie Young). A Joint Information Center was formed. A press release was issued.  
1 press call from a San Luis Obispo media outlet 
Government Affairs Information:

None 

OSPR Assistance 

OSPR has deployed its field response team consisting of an environmental scientist, a warden and an oil spill prevention specialist. The Oiled Wildlife Care Network has been notified and has activated two search and recovery teams to conduct wildlife reconnaissance
Future Intentions:
POLREP to be submitted by close of business to provide more detailed information and future plans. 


	Current Incident Statistics (MSD/Sector LA Briefs) 


	Total Gallons Discharged 
	1,134 gals (27 bbls) 

	Total Gallons of Oil Recovered/Decanted to Date 
	Approx 882 gals (21 bbls)

	Total Gallons Evaporated to date
	336 gals (8 bbls) 

	Total Live Oiled Birds Captured to date
	None 

	Other Marine Wildlife 
	None reported  

	Total Collected Dead Birds
	None 

	Number of Beaches Closed
	None 

	Number of crewmembers on boats responding
	37 

	Number of  Skimmers 
	4

	Number of Support Vessels 
	6

	Number of Shoreline Cleanup Teams
	None 

	Number of SCAT Teams
	None 

	Number of Wildlife Personnel
	No Data 

	Feet of Boom Laid Out 
	2,500 

	Number of Contracted Aircraft
	1 rotary 


